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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/20/2005, in which claims 7-22 are currently pending, has been entered. 



Arguments 

The Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Please refer to the following office action, which clearly sets forth the 
reasons for non-persuasiveness. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims rejected under Lathrop have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

It is argued that "Takemura is completely silent regarding whether the image 
processing is performed on unprocessed image data." In response, it is clear that 
Takemura performs image processing on unprocessed image data because image data 
obtained by the image taking means (Fig. 1, image data) is unprocessed image data 
until it is subsequently processed according to the finish setting values (col. 8, lines 30- 
37). 

It is further argued that "There is no disclosure in Takemura that the device 
repeatedly queries for changes to any type of image parameters and process the 
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unprocessed image data in accordance with the correspondingly changed image 
property parameters until the user is satisfied." In response, Takemura discloses 
displaying an unprocessed image, processing the unprocessed image according to a 
setting value, displaying the processed image on the display, enabling the user to 
determine if the processed image is acceptable, and instructing the end of setting if the 
processed image is acceptable (col. 8, lines 30-42). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 14, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takemura (U.S. Pat. No. 6,657,658) in view of Shinsky et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
6,285,398). 

Regarding claim 7, Takemura discloses an electronic camera, comprising: an 
imaging device which converts an optical image into an analog image signal (Fig. 6, 
image sensing means 101); an A/D converter which converts the analog image signal 
outputted from the imaging device into a digital image signal (Fig. 1, CCD digital camera 
1 ); an unprocessed data storing device which stores the digital image signal outputted 
from the A/D converter as unprocessed image data because an unprocessed data 
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storing device is inherent when the image data obtained by the image taking means is 
displayed on the monitor prior to the inputting of finish setting values and the 
subsequent processing of the image data according to the setting values (Fig. 1, image 
data; col. 8, lines 22-46); a signal processing device which processes the unprocessed 
image data read out from the unprocessed data storing device into a processed image 
data in accordance with an image property parameter (col. 8, lines 32-37); an image 
property setting device through which an instruction is inputted to change data of the 
image property parameter (col. 8, lines 32-35); and a display which displays an image 
represented by the processed image data processed by the signal processing device in 
accordance with the data of the image property parameter set with the image property 
setting device (col. 8, lines 35-37). 

Furthermore, Takemura discloses displaying an unprocessed image, processing 
the unprocessed image according to a setting value, displaying the processed image on 
the display, enabling the user to determine if the processed image is acceptable, and 
instructing the end of setting if the processed image is acceptable (col. 8, lines 30-42). 

Takemura does not explicitly disclose the image property setting device and the 
signal processing device work cooperatively to repeatedly query whether a user is 
satisfied with the processed image data, query for changes to the image property 
parameter in the event that the user is not satisfied, and process the unprocessed 
image data in accordance with the correspondingly changed image property parameter 
until the user is satisfied. However, Official Notice is given that it is old and well known 
in the art to repeatedly query a user in order to determine if a setting change is 
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acceptable to a user (Takemura: col. 8, lines 37-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have repeatedly 
query whether a user is satisfied with the processed image data, query for changes to 
the image property parameter in the event that the user is not satisfied, and process the 
unprocessed image data in accordance with the correspondingly changed image 
property parameter until the user is satisfied in order to determine if a setting change is 
acceptable to a user. 

Takemura does not disclose the display displays at least one of histogram, 
average level, peak level, and bottom level of the result of the image processing, which 
is processed according to the image property setting designated by a user. 

However, Shinsky discloses a graphical user interface displays images captured 
by a CCD; provides the user with control inputs to adjust the contrast, brightness, and 
hue of the picture; and allows a user may view a histogram of the image (col. 9, lines 
40-50). One of ordinary skill in the art would have allowed a user to view a histogram of 
an image captured by a CCD for the purpose of showing the user the distribution of 
pixel values in order to optimize image settings (col. 10, lines 54-58). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have allowed a user to view a histogram of an image captured by a CCD for the 
purpose of showing the user the distribution of pixel values in order to optimize image 
settings. 

Regarding claim 14, Takemura does not disclose displaying on a display an 
image corresponding to the processed image date, the imaging parameters and at least 
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one of histogram, average level, peak level, and bottom level of the processed image 
data. 

However, Shinsky discloses a graphical user interface displays images captured 
by a CCD; provides the user with control inputs to adjust the contrast, brightness, and 
hue of the picture; and allows a user may view a histogram of the image (col. 9, lines 
40-50). One of ordinary skill in the art would have allowed a user to view a histogram of 
an image captured by a CCD for the purpose of showing the user the distribution of 
pixel values in order to optimize image settings (col. 10, lines 54-58). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have displayed on a display an image corresponding to the processed image date, the 
imaging parameters and at least one of histogram, average level, peak level, and 
bottom level of the processed image data to enable a user to view a histogram of an 
image captured by a CCD for the purpose of showing the user the distribution of pixel 
values in order to optimize image settings. 

Regarding claim 19, please see the rejection of claim 14. 

Regarding claim 20, please see the rejection of claim 14. 

Claims 8-13, 15-18, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takemura (U.S. Pat. No. 6,657,658). 

Regarding claim 8, Takemura discloses an electronic camera, comprising: an 
imaging device which converts an optical image into an analog image signal (Fig. 6, 
image sensing means 101); an A/D converter which converts the analog image signal 
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outputted from the imaging device into a digital image signal (Fig. 1, CCD digital camera 
1 ); a first buffer which stores the digital image signal outputted from the A/D converter 
as unprocessed image data because a first buffer is inherent when the image data 
obtained by the image taking means is displayed on the monitor prior to the inputting of 
finish setting values and the subsequent processing of the image data according to the 
setting values (Fig. 1, image data; col. 8, lines 22-46); a signal processing device which 
processes the unprocessed image data read out from the first buffer into a processed 
image data in accordance with an image property parameter (col. 8, lines 32-37); a 
second buffer which stores processed image data outputted from the signal processing 
device because a second buffer is implicit when reproducing processed image data on 
the monitor (col. 8, lines 35-37); an image property setting device through which an 
instruction is inputted to change data of the image property parameter (col. 8, lines 32- 
35); and a display which displays an image represented by the processed image data 
processed by the signal processing device in accordance with the data of the image 
property parameter set with the image property setting device (Fig. 6, 
display/confirmation setting means 102). 

Furthermore, Takemura discloses displaying an unprocessed image, processing 
the unprocessed image according to a setting value, displaying the processed image on 
the display, enabling the user to determine if the processed image is acceptable, and 
instructing the end of setting if the processed image is acceptable (col. 8, lines 30-42). 

Takemura does not explicitly disclose the image property setting device and the 
signal processing device work cooperatively to repeatedly query whether a user is 
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satisfied with the processed image data, query for changes to the image property 
parameter in the event that the user is not satisfied, and process the unprocessed 
image data in accordance with the correspondingly changed image property parameter 
until the user is satisfied. However, Official Notice is given that it is old and well known 
in the art to repeatedly query a user in order to determine if a setting change is 
acceptable to a user (Takemura: col. 8, lines 37-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have repeatedly 
query whether a user is satisfied with the processed image data, query for changes to 
the image property parameter in the event that the user is not satisfied, and process the 
unprocessed image data in accordance with the correspondingly changed image 
property parameter until the user is satisfied in order to determine if a setting change is 
acceptable to a user. 

Regarding claim 9, Takemura discloses an image processing method, 
comprising: retrieving unprocessed data from an unprocessed data storage device (Fig. 
6, image data); and processing the unprocessed data into processed image data based 
on imaging parameters (col. 8, lines 32-37). 

Furthermore, Takemura discloses displaying an unprocessed image, processing 
the unprocessed image according to a setting value, displaying the processed image on 
the display, enabling the user to determine if the processed image is acceptable, and 
instructing the end of setting if the processed image is acceptable (col. 8, lines 30-42). 

Takemura does not explicitly disclose querying whether a user is satisfied with 
the processed image data; querying for changes to the imaging parameters in the event 
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that the user is not satisfied; and processing the unprocessed image data based on 
changes to the imaging parameters; and repeating the querying and processing steps 
until the user indicates satisfaction. However, Official Notice is given that it is old and 
well known in the art to repeatedly query a user in order to determine if a setting change 
is acceptable to a user (Takemura: col. 8, lines 37-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have performed 
querying for whether a user is satisfied with the processed image data; querying for 
changes to the imaging parameters in the event that the user is not satisfied; and 
processing the unprocessed image data based on changes to the imaging parameters; 
and repeating the querying and processing steps until the user indicates satisfaction in 
order to determine if a setting change is acceptable to a user. As a result, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
performed querying for whether a user is satisfied with the processed image data; 
querying for changes to the imaging parameters in the event that the user is not 
satisfied; and processing the unprocessed image data based on changes to the imaging 
parameters; and repeating the querying and processing steps until the user indicates 
satisfaction in order to determine if a setting change is acceptable to a user. 

Regarding claim 10, Takemura discloses recording the processed image data 
into a recording medium (col. 9, lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 11, it is implicit that the unprocessed data is stored. Takemura 
does not disclose the recording medium also serves as the unprocessed data storage 
device. 
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Official Notice is given that it is old and well known in the art to save images to a 
removable card memory prior to a user performing image editing/processing operations 
on the images. One of ordinary skill in the art would have stored images to a removable 
card memory, prior to a user performing image editing/processing operations on the 
images, in order to prevent the loss of the captured image by a low battery power 
condition or accident. As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have provided a recording medium as the 
unprocessed data storage device, wherein the unprocessed image data is stored in the 
removable card memory, prior to a user performing image editing/processing operations 
on the images, in order to prevent the loss of the captured image by a low battery power 
condition or accident. 

Regarding claim 12, Takemura discloses the recording medium is a removable 
memory medium (col. 5, lines 35-44). 

Regarding claim 13, Takemura discloses the imaging parameters include at 
lease one of white balance, gradation, brightness, tonality, and sharpness (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 15, Takemura discloses recording the unprocessed data and 
corresponding imaging parameters into a recording medium (col. 8, lines 43-46). 

Regarding claim 16, please see the rejection of claim 10. 

Regarding claim 17, please see the rejection of claim 12. 

Regarding claim 18, please see the rejection of claim 13. 

Regarding claim 21, Takemura discloses a recording device which records, in a 
recording medium, the unprocessed image data and the data of the image property 
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parameter set with the image property setting device, with associating the unprocessed 
image data and the image property parameter with each other (col. 5, lines 35-44); and 
a retrieving device which reads out the unprocessed image data (Fig. 6, image data). 
Takemura does not disclose a retrieving device reads out the unprocessed image data 
from the recording medium, and expands the read out data over the first buffer. 
However, Official Notice is given that it is old and well known in the art to save images 
to a camera memory (e.g., removable card memory) prior to a user performing image 
editing/processing operations on the images, wherein a first buffer is defined as the 
camera memory. One of ordinary skill in the art would have stored images to a first 
buffer, wherein the first buffer is a camera memory, such as a removable card memory, 
prior to a user performing image editing/processing operations on the images in order to 
prevent the loss of the captured image by a low battery power condition or accident. As 
a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provided a retrieving device that reads out the unprocessed image 
data from the recording medium, wherein the unprocessed image data has been stored 
in a first buffer camera memory, such as a removable card memory, prior to a user 
performing image editing/processing operations on the images in order to prevent the 
loss of the captured image by a low battery power condition or accident. Furthermore, 
Takemura teaches the unprocessed image data is expanded over the first buffer 
because the unprocessed image data is expanded from digital data to a displayed 
image (col. 8, lines 30-32). 
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Regarding claim 22, Takemura discloses an electronic camera, comprising: an 
imaging device which converts an optical image into an analog image signal (Fig. 6, 
image sensing means 101); an A/D converter which converts the analog image signal 
outputted from the imaging device into a digital image signal (Fig. 1, CCD digital camera 
1); an unprocessed data storing device which stores the digital image signal outputted 
from the A/D converter as unprocessed image data because an unprocessed data 
storing device is inherent when the image data obtained by the image taking means is 
displayed on the monitor prior to the inputting of finish setting values and the 
subsequent processing of the image data according to the setting values (Fig. 1 , image 
data; col. 8, lines 22-46); a signal processing device which processes the unprocessed 
image data read out from the unprocessed data storing device into a processed image 
data in accordance with an image property parameter (col. 8, lines 32-37); an image 
property setting device through which an instruction is inputted to change data of the 
image property parameter (col. 8, lines 32-35); and a display which displays an image 
represented by the processed image data processed by the signal processing device in 
accordance with the data of the image property parameter set with the image property 
setting device (col. 8, lines 35-37). 

Takemura further discloses a recording device which records, in a recording 
medium, the unprocessed image data and the data of the image property parameter set 
with the image property setting device, with associating the unprocessed image data 
and the image property parameter with each other (col. 5, lines 35-44); and a retrieving 
device which reads out the unprocessed image data (Fig. 6, image data). 
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Takemura does not disclose a retrieving device reads out the unprocessed image data 
from the recording medium, and expands the read out data over the first buffer. 
However, Official Notice is given that it is old and well known in the art to save images 
to a camera memory (e.g., removable card memory) prior to a user performing image 
editing/processing operations on the images, wherein a first buffer is defined as the 
camera memory. One of ordinary skill in the art would have stored images to a first 
buffer, wherein the first buffer is a camera memory, such as a removable card memory, 
prior to a user performing image editing/processing operations on the images in order to 
prevent the loss of the captured image by a low battery power condition or accident. As 
a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provided a retrieving device that reads out the unprocessed image 
data from the recording medium, wherein the unprocessed image data has been stored 
in a first buffer camera memory, such as a removable card memory, prior to a user 
performing image editing/processing operations on the images in order to prevent the 
loss of the captured image by a low battery power condition or accident. Furthermore, 
Takemura teaches the unprocessed image data is expanded over the first buffer 
because the unprocessed image data is expanded from digital data to a displayed 
image (col. 8, lines 30-32). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 



Application/Control Number: 09/800,736 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 2615 

7366. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Ometz can be reached at (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brian Jelinek 
1/9/2006 




DAVID OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



